St. John Vianney Catholic Church
789 17th Avenue North, South St. Paul, MN 55075
Office: (651) 451-1863 Fax: (651) 451-1864
WWW.SjVSSp.org
Together—Renewing our commitment to God and our community.
Masses: Daily (Tues—Friday) 7:30am
Saturday 5pm, Sunday 8:15 & 10:30am
Confessions: Saturday 4pm, Thursday & Friday 7:00am
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DO NOT BE ANXIOUS

Those of us, who are middle aged or older, recall of a simpler time when life was uncomplicated,
when major issues were the weather and the crops or the jobs and so on. Whether life was ever
that simple is doubtful. But we know for sure that today we live in a more complex world and more
complicated the world becomes, the more insecure we feel about the future. With all that is hap-
pening around us, we become aware that the future can no longer be taken for granted. This is why
we can call our times an age of anxiety, one that is marked by unrest and uncertainties. There is a
poem by W.H Auden that captures this affliction very clearly. It is titled “The Age of Anxiety”. In it
he writes like this:

this stupid world,
where gadgets are gods, and we go on talking,
Many about much, but remain alone
Alive but alone, belonging - where? —
Unattached as tumbleweed.”

In today’s first reading we hear how the people of Israel believed that they were alive but alone,
belonging to no one. Unattached. While they were in exile in Babylon, they were deeply anxious
and afraid believing that God had abandoned them and forgotten them. But the prophet addresses
their anxiety assuring them that “even if a mother forgot her baby at breast, God would not forget
his own”. And today these words of consolation are addressed to us, who feel the anxiety and are
worried about the future: “I will never forget you”.

In today’s gospel we hear Jesus speak similar words of comfort: “Do not be anxious. | am telling
you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body and how you are to
clothe it. Surely life means more than food, and the body more than clothing”. But we hear another
voice from within say to us: “That’s all very well. But when we are not sure where the next meal is
coming, or don’t have enough clothes, we cannot just sit and meditate on the birds of the air and
flowers in the field”. If you are poor or hungry, you are always anxious, because you are never cer-
tain about your daily bread.

Jesus is not suggesting that being a disciple of Christ means that we will have a carefree life without
a worry in the world. That would be wholly unrealistic. What Jesus argues against is an anxiety
that consumes us, that steals all our energy and leaves us feeling abandoned by God. As his disci-
ples, Jesus asks us to see beyond our real fears to a God who knows us and values us. That is not
easy. When we are anxious, it is difficult to pay attention to anything other than our anxiety. Yet
believing in God’s promises, let us place all our cares and worries into the hands of God, who will
never forget us or abandon us.

~ Fr. Antony Skaria
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Please pray for the sick who have asked for pravers:

Elizabeth Arnold Sr. Mary Madonna Ashton, CSJ
Kathy Olsen-Roebke Jim Bruhn
Kevin Conroy Judy Fuglie
Yvonne Hain Grayce Hartman
Bill Holzmer Geri Loder
Randy Gillette Olivia Milner

Ed Oster Margaret Overman

Jim Schema Julia Schneider

Tom Van Hale Whitey Willer

Becky Thomas Frank Strut

Barb Thompson Scott Taterka

Lyndon Baker Dorothy Behrend Don Basch
Chris Cheney Sandy Otto Terry Pieper
Terry Lawrence Simon Scott Cathy Derr
Alice S. Mildred Hoff John Jablonski
Joanie Gutzman Bob Bringgold Irene Bellis
Don Basch Ken Rouse Patty O’Brien
Linda Pelletier Marlene Brickley
Sandy Lotzer Bill Reynolds
Joan Woods Katy~
Karen Kapphahn Marcy Jansen
Bill Novotny Patti Praml Schult;

Mpyrt Milner Vi Stewart Donna Ziemer Gloria Powers
Mass Schedule & Intentions Liturgical Minister Schedule
MARCH 4TH & 5TH
MONDAY FEB 27 NO MASS SATURDAY SUNDAY
TUESDAY FEB28 7:30 AM RELIGIOUS FREEDOM LECTORS CHRIS 815  ANITA KALISZEWSKI
WALKER 10:30 SCOTT SWEDIN
WEDNESDAY MARO01 7:30 AM ASH WEDNESDAY
USHERS | JODY GRIFFIN |8:15  MICHELLE
6.30 PM ASH WEDNESDAY TONY LAMOTTE ENGLEMEIER
. 10:30  KEN SCHULT
THURSDAY MARO02 7:30 AM DELORES STELZNER+ NORM QUAST
FRIDAY MAR03 7:30 AM RICK MACKO+
ASH WEONEsSDav
SATURDAY MARO04 5:00 PM JOAN C FOX+ ITS Tde SaMe THere’'s No
EVeRY Yeak... ESCAarinG 1T1...
SUNDAY MARO05 8:15AM ELIZABETH & LENA < S
BAUER
10:30 AM AL & MARTHA SMEBY+
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Abstinence
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SJV COMMUNITY

[ .
Our annual rummage (Reduce & Re- r= = = = = =q .
I Enrollment for the 2017
I use) sale, here at SJV will be held : I"O‘\ : Com m u n Ity 18 school year began last
: the third week of April. :'%,,‘;- ;: Of Sal n S week, and we are excit-
L g

Regional Catholic School ed—lgst year our enroll-
ment increased 10%, and

we are hoping to grow even more next school year. We
are asking YOU to spread the word, and help us with
our goal to increase enrollment! If you know of any-
one, ages Prek-8 grade, looking for a high quality, AF-
FORDABLE, Catholic education with small class siz-
es, please send them our way and we will give them a
tour and show them what we are all about!
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: We will begin accepting items on b= == == =d :
1 Monday, April 17th. The sale will begin on Thurs- |
: day, April 20th. :
I For those moving or downsizing before April, :
1

1

1
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: limited space is available for storage.
I Contact Ken Rouse 651-455-9743

Save the Date - Reunion Sunday
Community of Saints will be hosting Reunion Sunday
; ; CG : in recognition of the school alums of our sponsoring
%}(\B\% o Lo, 24 ¥ parishes.
A When?
- Sunday April 30, 2017
- 11:00AM Mass and Reception

Who is Invited?

- All Alums of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Providence/St.
John Vianney, St Matthew, and St. Michael.

- Special invitation to our anniversary classes with
graduation years ending in 2 and 7 (i.e. 1962).

Where?

Church of St. Michael
335 Hurley Ave East
West St. Paul, MN 55118

SAVE THE DATE!

THE S)V SPRING FESTIVAL S

“A DAY IN MAY”

Carnivale and Mardi Gras celebrations are linked to Ash Wednesday, Lent, fast and

IS SATU RDAY: MAY 20TH! abstinence. Can you tell us more about the connections between these events!
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the forty days known as Lent. Every year, Christians
B AS KETS, 50 / 5 O, RA FFLE FOR CAS H highlighF this penitential season as a time of self‘e.xamination, reformation of Qne’s life,
\ and continued development of a deeper spiritual life. The recommended practices of prayer,
i PRIZ ES, BAKERY AND THE FAMOUS fasting, and almsgiving become the focus of Lenten activity and ritual. Each of these spiritual

S - ' ‘ f T
“TASTE OF ST. JOHN VIANNEY” practices is aimed at personal discipline as well as continued concern for the other, especially

the poor or alienated.

Forty days is a symbolic biblical period of time, during which personal transformation occurs

WE NEED COMMITTEE MEMEBERS.. and out of which people surface as more spiritual, ready to carry out God's mission. Relying
on God’s providence and care, no matter how difficult life becomes, is crucial to Lenten
COMES HA RE YOUR spirituality. Fasting was initially stricter, permitting only one simple meal a day without
“SPRING FRES H” | DE AS | meat, fish, or other delicacies. Such things were not even allowed in the house.

In order to prepare for this in an age of no refrigeration, people gathered to consume
whatever was not allowed during Lent. This led to parties or celebrations originally referred

o»ﬁ‘o»ﬁ‘oﬂ‘o»

to as Carnivale, literally meaning “goodbye to meat,” or Mardi Gras, literally meaning “Fat £

CONTACT DORI5 BRINGGOLD Tuesday.” The eating and celebrating ended on the Tuesday just before Ash Wednesday. T
@ 651-451-1645 Today we focus more on moderation in all things, as well as a strong concern the poor. :|

What are you doing for the poor this Lent! &

© 2011 Liturgical Publications Inc

Dessananassananashl |



Ministries and Committees

Parish_Information

ALORATIOL] '\K":S; WSk 651-451-3563 Fr. ANtONY SKaMa.......veeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeseseseseeseann 651-451-1863
z E-mail: frantony@sjvssp.org
BAPTISM/RCIA DEACON 651-646-3991 Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30am—2:30pm
WRIGHT Parish Phone Number: (651) 451-1863
Parish Website: WWW.S|VSsSp.org
BLOOD DRIVE/MOBILE MYRT MILNER [ 651-451-0502
MEALS Deacon: (in the office Tuesday mornings) Deacon Scott Wright
Phone: (651) 646-3991
SCHNEIDER
Accountant: Patrick Dold
COMMUNITY CARE/LIFE DEB LUSKEY |651-451-9934 Phone: (651) 451-1863
E-mail: pat@sjvssp.org
CRAFTERS (I_:AECI-)IL RST 651-455-1890 Director of Religious Education Jill Vujovich—Laabs
OKHORS Phone: (651) 248-2300
DECORATIONS MARGE 651-335-8119 E-mail: jil@sjvssp.org
WILLER
Maintenance Kent Trkla
FEED MY STARVING MARY ANN 651-457-2333 Phone: (651) 500-3414
CHILDREN NOVOTNY E-mail: kent@sjvssp.org
FISH FRY DENNIS 651-450-4982 Comm.unlty of Saints Bridget Kramer
MCGRATH Phone: (651) 457-2510
E-mail: bkramer@communityofsaints.org
FUNERAL LUNCHEONS BARB 651-455-8823
REICHSTADT
GIRL SCOUTS NICOLE 651-451-3504 IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER: On December
SCHEIBER 18th, 2015, a law was signed that permanently
GREETERS MARY 651-451-3563 makes the IRA Charitable Rollover available.
KALISZEWSKI . .
This rollover does not expire & allows donors 70
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS KENSCHULT 1651-455-2516 Y% or older to make charitable contribution
directly from their IRA. For more information,
LECTORS KRISTI 651-270-6658
LUSKEY please call the office at 651-451-1863.
MUSICIANS LORI 651-457-4501
LENCOWSKI
NEIGHBORS MARY 651-455-6778
AR Have you considered your stewardship
PARISH APOSTOLATE MIKE SMEBY |651-453-1846 through EFT’s?
PARISH TRUSTEES TOM BOSER | 651-455-4502 EFTs are one way to make contributions con-
T ey S|_stent, no hassle with filling out a check alo_ng
KOSMICKI with saving a tree! No paper envelopes. ltis
very simple.
PIG ROAST/SJV FEAST DAY [TOMBOSER |651-455-4502
TN GIE G R Fill out a form from the Parish fol(?e, Qemde
TINUCCI how much and when you contribution is taken
from your bank account and into SJV’s bank ac-
FREAECY [ONE mgsgm#'\‘ P EraREe count. With a voided check, we submit the info&
you are done. No worry about forgetting your
REDUCE—REUSE SALE gEN : 651-455-9743 envelope at home or what you wrote your check
ous amount for, SJV’s bank & yours keep track of
SENIOR CONTACT JOYCE 651-451-1183 that. Call us today, we are more than happy to
ATHMANN help you out.
USHERS KEN SCHULT | 651-455-2516
Parish Office—651-451-1863.
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR | DORIS 651-451-1645

BRINGGOLD




