St. John Vianney Catholic Church
789 17th Avenue North, South St. Paul, MN 55075
Office: (651) 451-1863 Fax: (651) 451-1864
WWW.SjVSSp.org
Together—Renewing our commitment to God and our community.
Masses: Daily (Tues—Friday) 7:30am
Saturday 5pm, Sunday 8:15 & 10:30am
Confessions: Saturday 4pm, Thursday & Friday 7:00am

March 11, 2018



Faith
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Faith and Works

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God;
it is not from works, so no one may boast.”
—Ephesians 2: 8-9

It is easy to skip over this line from today’s second reading, and yet it lies at the heart of a great debate among Christians,
especially since the time of the 16t century Protestant Reformation. The question is: can good works lead to faith or is faith
purely and simply a gift from God? Reacting in particular to the Catholic practice of granting indulgences (which allowed indi-
viduals to reduce the punishment for sin by performing certain acts), Martin Luther used the above passage to argue that

true faith comes only from God and that human beings can not perform “works” to attain it.

When | was in my early twenties and searching for religious truth, | remember that the Catholic position on this question was
one of the things that drew me to the Catholic Church. Not specifically the question of indulgences, but the idea that one
could “work toward” the development of faith. | had been attending what in those days were called “information clas-

ses” (today RCIA--the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults). Specifically, | had been getting together with a priest every cou-
ple of weeks for close to a year to discuss the Catholic religion. At the end of that period | felt very drawn to the Church but |
was hung up on the question of faith itself. Did | really possess the faith necessary to assent to the Church’s teachings and
become a Catholic? When | mentioned this to the priest | was seeing, he told me that in his view faith grows and develops
over time, that few people start out with absolute faith. If one was a hundred percent sure of every aspect of their faith, would

one even need to have faith?

| remember that one of the authors that | read during this period was the Danish theologian, Sgren Kierkegaard (1813-1855).
Kierkegaard wrote about what he called the “leap of faith.” He used the analogy of someone who climbs a mountain in
search of God and then, when he or she reaches the top, must decide whether or not to make the final leap—the “leap of
faith.” This, of course, does not mean that God is not behind this entire process from the beginning, providing the grace nec-

essary for one to make the journey, but it also means that one must be open to this grace when it comes into one’s life.

So it seems to me that faith and works are two parts of the same process. | think both are necessary, and that faith and
works function together to bring us to God.
NOTE: The importance of works finds its strongest expression in the Letter of James, in the famous passage that states:

“What good is it, my brothers [and sisters], if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith
save him? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and no food for the day, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in
peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it? So also faith of

itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”
James —2:14-17

Not too surprisingly, Luther did not like the Letter of James and recommended that it be removed from the Protestant Bible
but it never was.

—Deacon Scott
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COMING EVENTS at STV

Reduce-Reuse

Sale
(Rummage Sale)

Reduce the amount of excess clothing, toys,
jewelry, books, & anything else that you have.

Bring items to Church (lower level):
Monday, April 16", 2pm to 7pm
Tuesday , April 17", 4pm to 7pm
Wednesday, April 18", 9am to Noon

SAVE THE DATE!

Pre Sale ($3.00)
Thursday, April 19" : 4pm to 6pm
Sale
Friday, April 20™: 9am to S5pm
Bag Sale ($2.00)
Saturday, April 21™: 10am to 2pm

SJV SPING FESITVAL

Things to bring to sell

e Children’s clothes & toys of all sorts,
including games & puzzles.

e Kitchen — dishes, bake ware, small
appliances, cookware etc.

o Khnick-knacks, pictures, artwork, doodads
of all sorts.

o Tools, sporting equipment, small furniture,
craft and craft supplies.

o Antiques, jewelry, collectibles, books,
DVDs and any office supplies.

Saturday, April 281h
4:00pm Mass

4 Festival following Mass

wa":ll ““s h““e.“n Anything else that you would find at a garage
For more details sale.
WILL NOT ACCEPT: older tube TVs &
computers.

Ratile Tickets on sale
aiter Fish Fry & All
Masses

If you would like to volunteer, call Joyce at
651-451-1183

For pick up contact:
Ken Rouse 651-455-9743 or Ken Schult
651-455-2516




FAITH

Please pray for the .
% < 2 pray Mass Schedule & Intentions
# sick who have asked
Request™ for our prayers
MONDAY MAR12 T7:30 AM NO MASS
Karen Fritz Helfter Sr. Mary Madonna Ashton,
asJ TUESDAY MAR13 7:30 AM Mary Jane Assadt
Kathy Olsen-Roebk Jim Bruh
ity Gnen-Roeote o ST WEDNESDAY MAR14 T7:30AM  Colleen & Evelyn
Kevin Conroy Judy Fuglie Eckstein
Yvonne Hain Grayce Hartman THURSDAY MAR15 7:30 AM Gretchen Bidwell
Bill Holzmer Geri Loder FRIDAY MAR16 7:30 AM Bob Meehl+
Randy Gillette Olivia Milner SATURDAY MAR17 5:00 PM Margaret Fahey+
Ed Oster Margaret Overman
Jim Schema George Schneider SUNDAY MAR18 8:15AM Tom Kaliszewski +
Tom Van Hale Whitey Willer 10:30 AM  The Meehl Family+
Becky Thomas Frank Strut
Barb Thompson Marla Hawley Liturgical Minister Schedule
Mpyrt Milner Vi Stewart March 17th & 18th
. LECTORS
Gloria Powers Sandy Otto SATURDAY |5:00 PM Koz Kosmicki
Simon Scott Mildred Hoff SUNDAY [8:15 AM Anita Kaliszewski
Bob Bringgold Carole Keller SUNDAY |10:30 AM Sam Goaley
Katy~ Marcy Jansen SATURDAY 5:00 PM Jody Griffin & Tony LaMotte
Patti Praml Schult Dustin Bergh
Attt PTAE SeRl Hatn erg SUNDAY 8:15 AM  Michelle Engelmeier & Joe Nelson
Cathy Derr John Jablonski
Alice Hamilton Patty O’Brien SUNDAY 10:30 AM Ken Schult & Norm Quast
Jim Glenn Lyndon Baker
) Readings for the Week of March 11, 2018
Chris Cheney Becky Rettler Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/
Patti Lenzen Joanie Gutzman Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 Scrutiny: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1, 6
Mike Snaza Linda Pelletier -9, 13-17, 34-38
Sandy Lotzer Joan Woods Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b
. [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Karen Kapphahn Bill Novotny Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-16
Scott Barrett Jan Eggert ;Vf;hgeosday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 [8a]in
Carlos Garcia Gretchen Bidwell Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/In
. 5:31-47
Colleen Greely Shari Bergman Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23
Fred Friedrichs [19a]/In 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn




Ministries and Committees

Parish_Information

ADORATION MARY 651-451-3563 Fr. ANtONY SKaria........cceeeveeveeereeereeseeseessesen. 651-451-1863
KALISZEWSKI E-mail: frantony@sjvssp.org
ey Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00am—3:00pm
BAPTISM/RCIA DEACON 651-646-3991 Parish Phone Number: (651) 451-1863
WRIGHT . ; i
Parish Website: WWW.S|VSSP.org
MOBILE MEAL MYRT MILNER | 651-451-0502
° S 661-451-050 Deacon: (in the office Tuesday mornings) Deacon Scott Wright
Phone: (651) 646-3991
COFFEE & DONUTS NANCY 651-450-2021 E-mail: SKWright@sjvssp.org
SCHNEIDER
Accountant: Patrick Dold
COMMUNITY CARE/LIFE DEB LUSKEY |651-451-9934 Phone: (651) 451-1863
E-mail: pat@sjvssp.org
CRAFTERS CAROL 651-335-5161 Directc?r of Religious Education Jill Vujovich—Laabs
LOKHORST Phone: (651) 248-2300
E-mail: jil@sjvssp.org
DECORATIONS MARGE 651-335-8119 Maintenance Kent Trkla
WILLER Phone: (651) 500-3414
E-mail: kent@sjvssp.org
FEED MY STARVING MARY ANN 651-457-2333 Community of Saints Bridget Kramer
CHILDREN NOVOTNY Phone: (651) 457-2510
FISH FRY DENNIS 651-450-4982 E-mail: bkramer@communityofsaints.org
MCGRATH
FUNERAL LUNCHEONS BARB 651-455-8823
REICHSTADT IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER: On December
GREETERS ST 6514513563 18th, 2015, a law was.s1gned that perma.nently
KALISZEWSKI makes the IRA Charitable Rollover available.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS KEN SCHULT | 651-455-2516 This rollover does not expire & allows donors 70
Y or older to make charitable contribution
LECTORS KRISTI 651-270-6658 directly from their IRA. For more information,
LUSKEY please call the office at 651-451-1863.
MUSICIANS LORI 651-457-4501
LENCOWSKI
NEIGHBORS MARY 651-455-6778
HOLZMER Have you considered your stewardship
PARISH TRUSTEES TOM BOSER | 651-455-4502 through EFT’s?
EFTs are one way to make contributions con-
k/?)ljsmCKl 651-306-1478 sistent, no hassle with filling out a check along
with saving a tree! No paper envelopes. ltis
PIG ROAST/SJV FEAST DAY |TOM BOSER | 651-455-4502 very simple.
PRAYER GROUP BARB 651-451-8329 Fill out a form from the Parish Office, decide
LS how much and when you contribution is taken
PROJECT HOME MARY ANN 651-457-2333 from your bank account and into SJV’s bank ac-
NOVOTNY count. With a voided check, we submit the info&
REDUCE_REUSE SALE KEN 651-455-9743 you are done. No worry about forgetting your
ROUSE envelope at home or what you wrote your check
SENIOR CONTACT JOVCE 514511183 amount for, SJV’s bank & yours keep track of
ATHMANN el that. Call us today, we are more than happy to
help you out.
USHERS KEN SCHULT | 651-455-2516
Parish Office—651-451-1863.
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR [ DORIS 651-451-1645

BRINGGOLD




